Cross provided the premises and equipment and undertook the recruitment of donors. The Australian Army provided medical and nursing personnel. The service concentrated on the production of serum for the armed forces until 1943 when the daily practice of sending ice boxes of whole blood to the troops began.
In the same year, the service made serum available to civilians for the first time.
When the war ended, it was decided that Red Cross blood banks should continue for the benefit of both [Oct., 1950 
